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Founded in 1898, the Swiss National Stud
Farm has, over the years, developed into a
national centre of competence in horse
breeding and equine husbandry.
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The Swiss National Stud Farm (SNSF) is part of Agroscope, the Swiss federal centre
of excellence for agronomic research. Agroscope SNSF is under the authority of the
Research and Advisory Department of the Federal Office for Agriculture of the Federal Department of Economic Affairs, Education and Research (EAER)
Individual and organised tours of the Swiss National Stud Farm, carriage tours
The Swiss National Stud Farm can be visited daily throughout the year. Numerous information panels situated throughout the stud introduce the visitor to the world of
horses and provide an insight into the history and the daily activities of the SNSF. During the week, guided tours are available for groups of 10 or more visitors with prior
reservation as well as carriage tours in a covered wagon.
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The Swiss National Stud Farm (SNSF)
The SNSF is the federal centre of competence for all equine related issues within
Agroscope. It serves as a centre of research and development, is involved
with the transfer of knowledge and
completes the assistance measures for
the rural horse keeping industry in Switzerland. The Swiss National Stud Farm represents a unique pool of knowledge
surrounding the horse and its associated
cultural heritage.
The SNSF is a member of the European
State Studs Association ESSA (www.european-statestuds.org) and together
with other member studs contributes to
the preservation of the heritage of European equine culture and the traditionally associated professions.

Breeding
Horse breeding activities at the SNSF
mainly focus on the Franches Montagnes
(FM) horse breed – the only remaining
native horse breed in Switzerland. The
SNSF owns around sixty FM stallions
which are made available to breeders
throughout Switzerland to carry out
their covering duties in various outlying
studs during the breeding season. Alternatively, breeders can access frozen
semen from any of a large number of
stallions whose semen is stored in the
stud’s sizeable sperm bank. Breeding related research emphasis is placed on projects involving the maintenance of the
FM breed’s genetic diversity and the enhancement of its market appeal. Furthermore, the SNSF supports the horse

breeding industry in Switzerland with a
variety of measures, such as providing a
highly specialized breeding infrastructure for reproduction and the organization of public events.

Research
The many specialists at the Swiss National
Stud Farm, agronomists, biologists, veterinarians, equine professionals and apprentices conduct research on horse
breeding, reproduction, health, husbandry, behaviour, utilisation, and on socioeconomic aspects of equine husbandry.
They cooperate closely with other representatives of the equine industry and research institutions, both nationally and
internationally. Examples of recent research projects include how various husbandry systems can be optimised with
respect to the latest ethological findings;
apart from animal welfare aspects, economic and work-efficiency related issues
are examined and recent developments in
equine infrastructure are tested. Other

projects focus on the genetic basis of conformational, behavioural or health related features attained through analysis of
DNA, and on processing and presenting
these findings so that they can be practically applied by the horse breeding industry. A large number of scientific and
trade publications, as well as leaflets on
various aspects of the Swiss equine industry or specialized issues such as optimizing feed quality are further examples of
the multitude of projects and activities taking place in Avenches.

Consultancy and knowledge transfer
The husbandry of horses raises many questions, and the equine advisory centre at
the SNSF is there to provide answers.
With a network of equine specialists from
all branches of the equine industry, the
equine advisory service provides expert
support and impartial advice to owners,
breeders and yard managers as well as to
equine organisations, equine professionals, authorities and any other interested
persons. The SNSF also offers vocational
training for people in, or thinking of entering, the equine industry, and provides
training services for horses in a variety of
disciplines. Vocational training and courses (e.g. Equigarde®) are often run in association with partner institutions such as
the School of Agricultural, Forest and

Food Sciences HAFL in Zollikofen. Teaching activities at Universities and practical
courses round-off the activities at the
SNSF. Other projects associated with
knowledge transfer are specialist symposiums such as the annual meeting of the
Swiss Equine Research Network in Avenches. An extensive on-site equine documentation centre containing more than
12,000 historical and contemporary articles and books related to the horse is
open to the public and is an ideal place
of research for anyone with an interest in
the horse.

Equine clinic and reproduction centre ISME
To consolidate expertise in the veterinary
sector, the equine clinic at the Swiss National Stud Farm joined forces with the
equine clinic of the Vetsuisse Faculty of
the University of Bern to create the Swiss
Institute of Equine Medicine (Institut
suisse de médecine équine, ISME). The
ISME specializes in internal and reproductive medicine; areas in which it has rapidly
attained international renown. The ISME
in Avenches incorporates an EU accredited reproduction centre, a department
for equine sports medicine and a centre
for equine fitness and rehabilitation. The
ISME is also involved in the training of veterinarians.
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