
FL
O

R
A

L
 

FR
UIT

Y
 

CEREAL  

VEGETABLE  

W
O

O
D

Y
 

SPIC
Y

 

RO
ASTED 

WINEY OFF-FLAVOURS 
TA

ST
E

Lavender 

Carnation

Geranium
Honey
Apricot

Plum
Peach

Apple Pear Quince Le
mon Ora

nge

Gra
pef

ru
it

Ba
na

na

Ki
w

i

H
op Ra

is
in

Fi
g W

h
ea

t

B
ar

le
y

O
at

R
ye

C
o

rn
W

h
ea

t 
B

ra
n

O
at

 B
ra

n
H

ay
G

ra
ss

H
er

ba
l

Pe
a

Po
ta

to
Fo

re
st 

So
il 

Pea
t

Mush
ro

om

Yeast

Cigar Box

Resinous

Oak Wood

Chestnut Wood

Pepper

Nutmeg

Aniseed
Coriander
Ginger

Vanilla
LicoriceSmokyFattyCoffeeCaramel

Chocolate

W
alnut

A
lm

ond

H
azelnut

Sherry

Port

Bran
d

y

R
u

m

O
ily

W
axy

A
cetic A

cid
A

cetald
eh

yd
e

H
ead / Solvent

Tail / Fu
sel

Burnt
Sulfurous

Rubbery
O

xidized
M

edical

Soapy

Sweet

Sour

Bitter

Astringent

Burning

Stinging

Blossom

Stone Fruit

Pipfru
it

Citr
us Ex

ot
ic G

ra
in

G
re

enH
u

sk

Earth
y

Ve
ge

ta
bl

e

Wood

Spices

Roasted Flavours
M

altyNuts

Sw
eet W

ine

Sp
irits

M
icro

b
io

lo
g

ical

Technolo
gical

Chem
ical

Basic Taste

Trigeminal

D
ri

ed
 F

ru
it

© Agroscope



Agroscope 

In order to better characterize the 
Whisky-diversity produced in the alpine 
region, Agroscope has developed this 
flavour wheel for whisky. The common 
vocabulary facilitates the description 
and tasting. A standardized system with 
objective criteria increases the accuracy 
of the sensory description and enhances 
the competence of the panelist.

This flavour wheel consists of three con-
centric circles. These circles are divided 
into ten flavour categories (separated  
by color): fruity, floral, cereal, vegetable, 
woody, roasted, spicy, winey, off- 
flavours and taste. In the inner circle 
these categories are divided into respec-

tive sub-categories such as stone fruit, 
berries, citrus, etc. The outer circle 
 consists of 75 unique attributes, which 
are characterized by flavour references. 
They provide evidence of the great 
 diversity of flavours and tastes in   
whiskys and help generate individual 
flavour profiles for each variety. 

Flavour Wheel  
for Whisky

What is a flavour wheel ?
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