
FL
O

RA
L

TA
ST

E
OFF-FLAVOURS ROASTED
SPICY

VEG
ETA

BLE
FRUITY

Basic Taste

Trigeminal

St
on

e 
Fr

ui
t

Be
rr

ie
s

C
it

ru
s

Ex
o

ti
c

D
ri

ed
 F

ru
it

Oth
er

s

Green

Earthy

Woody

Spices

Nuts

Roasted Flavours

M
icro

b
io

lo
g

ical

Chemical

Technological

So
ur C

her
ry

Sw
ee

t C
he

rry

Apr
ico

t

Ra
sp

be
rr

y

Bl
ac

kc
ur

ra
nt

El
de

rb
er

ry

Le
m

on

O
ra

n
g

e

B
er

g
am

o
t

Fi
g

Pi
n

ea
p

p
le

B
an

an
a

Ra
is

in
D

ri
ed

 P
lu

m
D

rie
d 

A
pr

ic
ot

Hon
ey

Ca
nd

y

Fr
uit 

Es
te

r

Grass

Herbal

Hay

Bean

Forest Soil 

Mushroom

Resin

Waxy
Barrel

Elderflower Rose
Geranium Lim

e Blosso
m

La
ve

nder

Cinnamon
NutmegVanillaLicoricePepperHazelnut

Coconut

Bitter Alm
ond

Chocolate

Coffee

Caram
el

M
alt

Sm
o

ky

A
cetic A

cid

A
cetald

eh
yd

e
Yeast / H

2S
R

an
cid

 / B
u

ttery
A

crolein
M

usty
Putrid / Pasty 

O
verripe

Tail / Fusel

Head / Solvent

Sulfurous

Rubbery

Medical

Soapy

Sweet

Sour

Bitter

Astringent

Burning
Stinging

© Agroscope



Agroscope 

Schweizerische Eidgenossenschaft
Confédération suisse
Confederazione Svizzera
Confederaziun svizra

Swiss Confederation

Federal Department of Economic Affairs,
Education and Research EAER
Agroscope

In order to better characterize the diver-
sity of Swiss Kirsch, Agroscope has de-
veloped a flavour wheel. The common 
vocabulary facilitates the description 
and tasting. A standardised system with 
objective criteria increases the accuracy 
of the sensory description and enhances 
the competence of the panelist.

The flavour wheel for Kirsch consists of 
three concentric circles. These circles are 
divided into seven flavour categories (se-
parated by color): fruity, floral, vegeta-
ble, spicy, roasted, off-flavours and 
taste. In the inner circle these categories 

are divided into respective sub-catego-
ries such as stone fruit, berries, citrus, 
etc. The outer circle consists of 65 
unique attributes, which are characte-
rized by flavour references. They provide 
evidence of the great diversity of fla-
vours and tastes in different distillates 
and help generate individual flavour 
profiles for each Kirsch.

Flavour Wheel for Kirsch

What is a flavour wheel?
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