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Fundación Global Nature owns “Las Cumbres de La 

Galera”, a property located in the Almenara mountains 

SCI (Natura 2000 Network), in the municipality of 

Lorca. Murcia. 

In this 90-ha Biological Reserve FGN is implementing 

many actions to protect the most important population 

of spur-thighed tortoise (Testudo graeca) in Spain 

“Cortijo de la Tortuga Mora” (spur-thighed tortoise 

country house): these facilities play an essential role 

for conservation and research purposes.  

Management of natural areas in the arid Southeast of Spain 



These semi-natural spaces surround very intensive farming areas, based on 

greenhouse products targeted at exportation. 

 

Up to 30% of these crops are already organic in some areas. However, the 

production structure, under greenhouse or with intensive irrigation systems, has 

drastically destroyed the biodiversity. 

 



In 1994, Fundación Global Nature started a land-stewardship 

network in Southeast Spain by signing agreements with private 

owners in order to preserve or improve the ecological value of 

their properties. Today the network includes 16,000 ha in 

Andalusia, Murcia, Extremadura, Castilla-La Mancha, Castilla y 

León and Valencia. Agreements have been signed for more 

than 200 farms.  

 

Fundación  also owns 400 ha of high natural interest in 

different natural areas. 



Recovery of traditional farming 

systems  

 

Research (such as the study of the spur-

thighed tortoise population and other 

species through surveys and tracking), 

 

Environmental management (such as 

reafforestation and the correction  of 

erosion processes), 

 

Support of hunting species and prey 

species (wood pigeon, red-legged 

partridge, rabbit, European turtle dove) 

 

Production and marketing of 

traditional products (almonds, capers, 

honey, etc)  

 

Recovery of endangered breeds 

(hens, fruit trees, etc), 

 

Conservation of wild species: white large 

snail (Iberus gualterianus), Bonelli’s 

eagle.. 



Recovery of mosaic crops, local legume varieties  (broad 

beans) and the promotion of traditional apiculture. 

 



FGN manages its activities in Extremadura at the “Centro de la 

Dehesa”, next to the Monfragüe National Park. 

Management of natural areas in Extremadura (Southwest Spain) 



One of the last populations of Iberian lynx still survives 

in the mountains at the norh of Extremadura. The 

conservation of  traditional mountain farming is 

essential for the conservation of this and other highly 

endangered species. 

 

-Recovery of terrace cultivation. 

-Maintenance of natural firebreaks making use of goat 

and cow herding. 

-Recovery of traditional farming practices, such as olive 

trees and mountain vineyards. 

-Recovery of rabbit populations through the creation 

and sowing of clearings. 



The main ecosystem in the flats is the “dehesa”, or wooded pastureland, called “montado” in 

Portugal. 

The “dehesa” is an agri-forest system where the pasture is covered by a high density of trees 

(holm oaks and cork oaks), that supply acorn, wood and cork. These pastures are removed 

rotatively every four or five years, in flat areas, where cereal and legumes are planted to 

supplement the cattle’s diet.  



The “dehesa” wooded pastureland 

systems comprise more than 9 million 

hectares in the Iberian Peninsula 



Use of cork. This natural product, which comes from the bark of cork oaks (Quercus suber) is 

exploited in the “dehesa” area itself with 9/11-year rotations.  



In the “dehesas” with crops, annual or 

otherwise, the bushes are removed with 

the tillage activities. 



Other traditional resources of the “dehesa” are wood, honey and acorn. 





Cistus crispus 

Cistus ladanifer 

Cistus populifolius 

Orchis papilionacea 



Fundación Global Nature has signed agreements with 15 owners in Extremadura, which cover 

more than 5,000 ha.  

 

One of the most interesting systemes is fighting bulls breeding. It covers close to 300,000 ha of 

high ecological value in Spain. The exercise in open spaces and a natural diet in the “dehesa” is 

essential for the raising of the bull and its physical preparation for the performance.  

 



FGN owns three farms (350 ha) and there are signed agreements for 15 farms 

(5.000 ha): 

Most of the actions are related to environmental activities to improve biodiversity, 

such as: 

-Creation of watering holes  

-Recovery of endangered livestock breeds 

-Recovery of legume and cereal mosaic crops towards the diversification of the 

landscape and biodiversity 

-Reforestation 



“El Baldío” estate . 280 ha. Owned by Fundación Global Nature  



One of the last nine herds of “blanca cacereña” cows can be found in 

“El Baldío”. There are only 400 animals left of this breed. 



Fundación Global Nature recovered the “black merino sheep” in Spain 

almost extinguished in the 80´s 



Wetland restoration (Central Spain) 

In Castilla y León FGN coordinates its activities from the  

Fuentes de Nava Centre (Palencia) close to La Nava wetland. 



•EXPERIENCES IN SPAIN 

• WETLANDS IN TIERRA DE CAMPOS (PALENCIA) 

• CANAL DE CASTILLA (PALENCIA) 

• EL OSO WETLAND (AVILA) 

• LA MANCHA WETLANDS (TOLEDO, CUENCA  AND CIUDAD REAL)  

• WATERING HOLES (CÁCERES) 

• LA ALBUFERA (VALENCIA) 

• LOURO LAKE (A CORUÑA) 

 

•INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCES 

• LIVING LAKES INTERNATIONAL NETWORK 

• GREEN FILTERS:  Dominican Republic, Senegal, Sri Lanka, Bolivia 



• Restoration of 65.11 hectares of wetlands. 
• Planting 109,087 trees and bushes. 
• Improvement of the water quality and plant management in 14.12 hectáreas. 
• Three routes in Canal de Castilla. 
• Environmental education – conferences and traveling exhibition that have reached 6,299 people. 
• Four bird-banding campaigns in which 9,003 birds from 73 species were captured. 
• Radio-tracking activities with GPS satellite trasmitters in eleven marsh harriers and two purple herons. 
• Awarded Best of the Best by the European Commission as one of the 20 best LIFE projects 



  Two LIFE projects in the 11,529 ha. of the “La Mancha Wetlands” SCI. 
 
  Declared  Biosphere Reserve by UNESCO. It includes a total of 27 endorheic 
wetlands, many of which are seasonal salt marshes. 

La Mancha Wetlands  



  Their high value is based on 
the saline lands that surround 
the lakes. In those saline 
lands there are habitats 
considered prioritary by the 
EU, with species of the 
Limonium genus or Lepidium 
cardamines, as well as many 
insects and other endemic 
invertebrates.  





  FGN promoted agri-environmental schemes with farmers 
for the conservation of the areas bordering the lakes. 



  Support programme for the differentiated marketing of legumes produced in Nature 
2000 Network for the recovery of traditional rotations, natural soil fertilization  and 
steppe bird habitats. 

 



Why do we need biodiversity indicators? 
 

1.- It is impossible to measure and compare biodiversity in absolute terms between ecosystems or 

farming systems that are very different from an ecological or geographical point of view.  The 

Atlantic, Mediterranean or arid farming systems can not be compared and the same indicators may 

possibly not be suitable.  



 Bees, spiders, flora diversity….. 

 Earthworms.... 

 Management, landscape structural diversity 



2.- The assessment of biodiversity in farming systems should be developed in comparison 

with the climax ecosystem that would be found in that area under optimal conditions.  



  BIODIVERSITY 

  ECOLOGICAL BALANCE: water, soil protection, …… 

3.- Biodiversity is not the “Bible”. These indicators should go together with others related 

to soil or water protection.    



  BIODIVERSITY 

  ECOLOGICAL BALANCE: water, soil protection, …… 

¿¿?? 



4.- Sometimes the objective is the conservation of certain species that traditional farming has 

introduced in ecosystems that are very distant from their natural climax, but that have 

dissapeared from other areas. In this case, the objective would not be the conservation of a 

maximum “natural” biodiversity, corresponding to that climax state, but a “special, biased” 

biodiversity, that can not be found in other regions, and the necessary indicators could be 

different from those generally used.  




